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many Years, but never entred on Treaties of Peace. So about the Middle
of the seventeenth Century, the Siamer invaded the Dominions of Pegu.,
and conquered all to the Southwaid of Maitavan, taking in the Provinces
of Tanacenn and Ligore, who were Tributaries to Pegu, and retains them
still in his Possession.

The King of Pegu finding that the Incroachments of Siam daily lessened
his Dominions, and his own Forces were not able to protect what he had
left, sent an Embassy to the King of Barma, a potent Prince, whose
Dominions lay about 500 Miles up the River from Pegu, to beg his Assist-
ance to stop the Siamers in their Course of Conquests, and he promised
to give good Encouragement to the Barmaes. The Embassy was graciously
received, and an Army of an hundred thousand was levied for that
Service, and sent on transport Vessels to Pegu, and joyned the Pegu Army,
who conjunctly marched against the Siamer, and drove him quite out of his
new Conquests; and when the Barmaes observed the Feebleness and bad
Discipline of the Pegu Army, they even killed the King of Pegu, and broke
the Pegu Army, and seized the Kingdoms of Pegu and Martavan for their
Master, and in that Family it continues to this Time. The Barmaes ruined
both the Cities of Pegu and Martavan, and sunk Vessels in the Mouth of
the River of Martavan, to make it unnavigable, and so it continues. This
Account I had at Pegu in Anno 1709. both from Peguers and Portuguese,
who agreed in the History as I have related it.

The Dominions oiBatma are at present very large, reaching from Motavi
near Tanacenn, to the Province of Tunan in China, about 800 Miles from
North to South, and 250 Miles broad from West to East. It has no Sea-port
but Syrian, and that River is capable to receive a Ship of 600 Tuns. The
Town drives a good Trade with Armenians, Portuguese, Moors and Gentows, and
some English", their Import is several Sorts of'Indian Goods, such as Beteellas,
Mulmuls, Cossas, Sannis, Orangshays, Tangebs, European Hats coarse and fine,
and Silver. The Customs are eight and an half per Cent, which, with
other Charges, amount to about twelve in the Hundred. The Product of
the Country is Timber for building, Elephants, Elephants Teeth, Bees-
wax, Stick-lack, Iron, Tin, Oyl of Earth, Wood-oyl, Rubies the best in the
World, Diamonds, but they are small, and are only found in the Craws
of Poultry and Pheasants, and one Family has only the Indulgence to sell
them, and none dare open the Ground to dig for them. Salt-petre they
have in Abundance, but it is Death to export it, Plenty of Ganse or Lead,
which passeth all over the Pegu Dominions for Money. About twenty Sail
of Ships find their Account in Trade for the limited Commodities, but
the Armenians have got the Monopoly of the Rubies, which turns to a